COMING OF AGE
A. Biography, Autobiography, and Non-Fiction

Arnothy, Christine I Am Fifteen and Don’t Want to Die – The author tells her story about surviving in Budapest during World War II.

Bennett, Lerone J. What Manner of a Man: A Biography of Martin Luther King – This biography covers the childhood, education and accomplishments of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Blinn, William Brian’s Song -- This is the true story of brotherhood on and off the football field.

Hamilton, Virginia Anthony Burns: The Defeat and Triumph of a Fugitive Slave – A true account of the 1854 trial that tested the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 is told.

Hansen, Joyce Women of Hope: African Americans Who Made a Difference Twelve short biographies of African-American women who have made history with their remarkable contributions. Accompanied by beautiful black-and-white photographs and an excellent bibliography.

Hansen, Joyce and Gary McGowan Breaking Ground, Breaking Silence: The Story of

New York’s African Burial Ground Skeletons uncovered during construction in 1991 provide a dramatic focal point for this account of African-American life in New York City during the 17th and 18th centuries.

Haskins, James The March on Washington A lucid and in-depth study of the 1963 March on  Washington for Jobs and Freedom. Includes photographs and fascinating logistical details

Kroeber, Theodora Ishi, the Last of his Tribe --When the gold rush hit California, the white men killed most of the Yahi tribe of the Yana Indians until they hid up in the hills. Ishi was the last one left in 1911.

Lester, Julius To Be a Slave – Quotations, chiefly from narratives by ex-slaves, are embedded in a clear, forceful, and orderly discussion and running commentary on the history of African-Americans.

Mah, Adeline Yen Falling Leaves : The Memoir of an Unwanted Chinese Daughter Snow White's stepmother looks like a pussycat compared to the monster under which Adeline Yen Mah suffered. The author's memoir of life in mainland China and--after the 1949 revolution--Hong Kong is a gruesome chronicle

Morison, Samuel Eliot Christopher Columbus, Mariner – Writing in the late 1940's, Morison presents a clear picture of how Columbus came to be a hero, victim and tyrant at the same time.

Parks, Gordon Choice of Weapons -- This is the compelling autobiography of the award winning photographer and artist who was only sixteen when he moved from Kansas to Minnesota in 1928.

Roth, Susan Leon’s Story Born in 1936, the second of nine children, Leon Tillage grew up in a black sharecropping family on a farm outside Raleigh, North Carolina. His moving personal narrative centers on the intersection between his life and the surrounding white community

Thomas, Piri Down these Mean Streets -- Thirty years ago Piri Thomas made literary history with this lacerating, lyrical memoir of his coming of age on the streets of Spanish Harlem.

Watkins, Yoko So Far from the Bamboo Grove -- This story tells the true experiences of young Yoko Kawashima, who was forced to flee her tranquil home in Korea for Japan in the closing days of World War II.

Wong, Jade Snow Fifth Chinese Daughter -- Through this memoir of growing up in pre-WWII San Francisco Chinatown, Wong presents a universal story of a child learning to assert her own identity.

B.  Fiction

Alexander, Lloyd Westmark -- Fleeing from criminal charges, Theo and with his companions travel about the kingdom of Westmark in a dangerous plan to save themselves and the kingdom.

Auel, Jean Clan of the Cave Bear -- Orphaned Ayla struggles to fit in and survive in the period when Cro-Magnons and Neanderthals existed at the same time on the Earth.

Barrett, William E., Lilies of the Field -- A black ex-GI is soon playing a pivotal role in helping a group of German-speaking nuns realize their dream of building an adobe chapel in the desert.

Blos, Joan A Gathering of Days -- A fourteen-year-old girl keeps a journal of the last year she lived on the family farm, recording daily events in her small New Hampshire town.

Childress, Alice Rainbow Jordan -- Fourteen-year-old Rainbow, her mother and her foster guardian comment on the state of things as Rainbow prepares to return to a foster home for yet another stay.

Collier, James My Brother Sam is Dead – In this classic story of the American Revolution, young Tim is caught between his brother's patriotism and his father's Tory sympathies.

Daly, Maureen Seventeenth Summer -- A re-release of a classic teenage love story follows the summertime romance of a college-bound girl and her boyfriend.

Dumas, Alexander The Three Musketeers – A famous historical novel relates the adventures of four fictional swashbuckling heroes, who lived during the reigns of the French kings Louis XIII and Louis XIV.

Gordon, Sheila Waiting for the Rain -- This novel shows the bonds of friendship under the strain of apartheid as two lifelong friends, Tengo and Frikkie, come of age amidst the tragedy of South Africa.

Fox, Paula The Slave Dancer -- Kidnapped by the crew of an Africa-bound ship, a thirteen-year-old boy discovers to his horror that he is on a slaver and his job is to play music for the exercise periods of the human cargo.

Frank, E.R. Friction After flashy Stacy arrives at Forest Alternative School, nothing is the same. No one would guess that her habit of planting seeds of discord and mistrust arises from a life of pain and betrayal.

Greene, Bette The Summer of my German Soldier -- A mistreated Jewish girl befriends an escaped German prisoner of war because he is kind to her.

Hinton, S. E. That Was Then, This Is Now -- Hinton paints a deeply-felt portrait of best friends Bryon and Mark, as they grow up and grow apart.

Hunt, Irene No Promises in the Wind -- A young man struggles to find a life for himself in the turbulent 1930s.

Kinsella, W. P. Shoeless Joe -- Myth, fantasy and baseball are combined in this lyrical novel, which was adapted into the enormously popular movie Field of Dreams.

Kipling, Rudyard Captains Courageous -- After being washed overboard from an ocean liner, a spoiled millionaire's son is rescued by New England fishermen who put him to work on their boat.

Lipsyte, Robert The Contender -- A seventeen-year-old Harlem boy struggles to become a champion boxer.

Lowry, Lois Gathering Blue -- This companion volume to The Giver takes place in a village with only the most rudimentary technology. At the center of both stories is a young person who is given the responsibility of preserving the memory of the culture and who finds the vision to transform it.

Margorian, Michelle Good Night, Mr. Tom -- A small, timid refugee from wartime

London and a lonely villager who has reluctantly accepted the child form a bond of love and trust.

Naidoo, Beverly Journey to Jo'Burg -- Naledi and her younger brother travel to Johannesburg to find their mother. There, in the city's ghetto, they discover the painful reality of black African life under apartheid.

O'Dell, Scott Sing Down the Moon -- A young Navajo girl is kidnapped and enslaved by

Spaniards.

O'Neal, Zibby The Language of Goldfish – The author draws readers into the mind of thirteen-year-old Carrie Stokes, a sensitive artist and talented mathematician who is suffering a mental breakdown.

Osborne, Mary Pope Adaline Falling Star Escaping the misunderstanding, domestic servitude, and patronizing pity of her white relations, half-Arapaho Adaline sets out through wilderness to meet up with her pa, legendary explorer Kit Carson. She takes in a stray dog, in spite of her father’s advice, and takes great risks in the process.

Paterson, Katherine, Jip, His Story -- Orphaned Jip, believing himself to be a gypsy, grows up on a poor farm in Vermont. A deep friendship develops between him and a caged lunatic.

Reiss, Johanna The Upstairs Room -- In this autobiographical novel, Johanna Reiss depicts the trials of her Dutch-Jewish family during World War II. 

Sanders, Dori Clover -- Clover is a ten-year-old black girl from a small town in South

Carolina, whose life changes forever when her father dies and she is forced to forge a new relationship with the white stepmother she hardly knows.

Sleator, William Into the Dream -- Paul has a recurring nightmare. When he learns that his classmate Francine has it also, they join forces to solve the mystery before their bad dream becomes a terrifying reality.

Taylor, Theodore The Cay -- Two shipwreck victims struggle to survive.

Thomas, Joyce C., Ed. A Gathering of Flowers -- Eleven short stories by such writers as

Gary Soto, Maxine Hong Kingston, Lois Lowry, and Gerald Vizenor illuminate the experiences of young people representing various ethnic groups.

Verne, Jules Around the World in Eighty Days -- The lively narrative recounts the journey undertaken by sedentary London gentleman, Phileas Fogg and his valet, in order to win a wager.

Wells, H.G. The War of the Worlds -- This ultimate tale of Earth's invasion was published in 1898.

Yep, Laurence Child of the Owl -- This spellbinding tale of the contradictions and special heritage of growing up Chinese-American is set in early 1960s Chinatown in San Francisco.

Zindel, Paul The Pigman's Legacy -- Haunted by the memory of a dead friend, two teenagers join an old man in a series of misadventures.

ACCEPTING RESPONSIBLITY
A. Biography, Autobiography, and Non-Fiction

Appel, Willa Cults in America: Programmed for Paradise An analysis of how cults succeed in American society today.

Bedoukian, Kerop Some of Us Survived The story of the Armenian genocide of 1915-1923, told from the perspective of a nine-year-old child.

Bernard, Jacqueline Journey Toward Freedom: Sojourner Truth Biography of the former slave and her campaign for abolition and women’s rights.

Bird, Larry Drive Autobiography of former Celtics great whose work ethic helped him achieve his dreams.

Bontemps, Arna Free at Last: Frederick Douglass Biography of the famous African-American leader

Ching-to, Chow Journey in Tears Memoir of a girlhood in China

Cronkite, Kathy On the Edge of the Spotlight Narratives of the lives of celebrities’ children, chronicling their successes and struggles

David, Joy et al. The Black Soldier Stories of African-American soldiers from the

Revolutionary War to Vietnam

Dolan, Edward F. Matthew Henson: Black Exporer Autobiography of a man who conquered the top of the world with Admiral Robert E. Peary

Frommer, Harvey Rickey and Robinson: Men Who Broke Baseball’s Color Barrier Biographies of some of the first African-Americans in professional baseball

Goldstone, Robert Next Year in Jerusalem A short history of the establishment of Israel

Herriott, James All Creatures Great and Small Memoirs of a Yorkshire County, England country veterinarian with a genuine love of life and a storyteller’s gift

Hovey, Tamara A Mind of Her Own: Geroge Sand Biography of the great French writer who used a man’s name in order to get her work published

Huggins, Nathan Black Odyssey A provocative account of the enslavement of Africans and their experiences as slaves in America

Kahn, Roger Boys of Summer The story of the old Brooklyn Dodgers

Koehn, Ilse Mischling Second Degree: My Childhood in Nazi Germany A child’s narration of the insanity and horror of Germany under Hitler

Landin, Margaret Anna and the King of Siam The story of an Englishwoman summoned to

Siam to tutor the children of its king

Laure, Jason et al. South Africa A coming-of-age novel under the shadow of apartheid

Lofts, Norah Anne Boleyn A biography of the life of Henry VIII’s ill-fated second wife

Meltzer, Milton Taking Root: Jewish Immigrants A history of Jews in the United States

Moody, Anne Coming of Age in Mississippi The author’s unforgettable personal story

Nabokov, Peter Native American Testomony A chronicle of relations between Native

Americans and European settlers from 1492 to 1992

Strawberry, Darryl Darryl The autobiography of the legendary and controversial baseball player

Uchida, Yoshiko Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese-American Family An autobiographical account of the internment of Japanese-Americans in 1942

Van Devanter, Lynda Home Before Morning The coming of age of an army nurse in Vietnam

Wolff, Tobias This Boy’s Life The story is pretty grim: Teenaged Wolff moves with his divorced mother from Florida to Utah to Washington State to escape her violent boyfriend. When she remarries, Wolff finds himself in a bitter battle of wills with his abusive stepfather

B. Fiction

Bellamy, Edward Looking Backward A young Boston gentleman is mysteriously transported from the nineteenth to the twenty-first century

Bradbury, Ray Fahrenheit 451 a classic, frightening vision of the future, firemen don't put out fires--they start them in order to burn books.

Carroll, Lewis Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland Alice is sitting with her sister on the riverbank and is very bored. Suddenly she sees a White Rabbit running by her. It is wearing a waistcoat and takes a watch out of it, while muttering to himself ‘Oh dear! Oh dear! I shall be late!'. Alice gets very curious and follows him down his rabbit-hole.

Choi, Sook Nyul Gathering of Pearls Sookan, a Korean girl, comes to college in the U.S. and struggles to adjust to American culture

Craven, Margaret I Heard the Owl Call my Name The culture of a remote Pacific Northwest village is replaced by modern housing and alcoholism

Dessen, Sarah This Lullaby "I had no illusions about love... It came, it went, it left casualties or it didn't. People weren't meant to be together forever, regardless of what the songs say."

Fast, Howard April Morning a peek into Revolution-era life

Ferber, Edna So Big A gambler’s daughter marries a farmer, and after his death turns his debt-ridden farm into a success; another capable woman succeeds.

Frank, Anne The Diary of a Young Girl this vivid, insightful journal is a fitting memorial to the gifted Jewish teenager who died at Bergen-Belsen, Germany, in 1945.

Guy, Rosa The Friends Phyllisia Cathy is the main character narrating the story in first person. Phyllisia and her family are forced to move to Harlem, New York where her father, Calvin opens a resturant. The Cathy family makes their new home in an apartment. Life for Phyllisia is much harder in Harlem than it was for her on The Island.

Harris, Mark Bang the Drum Slowly This funny and evocative story captures more than the strong baseball atmosphere of the 1950s.

Hemingway, Ernest The Old Man and the Sea it is so easy to see why Hemmingway was awarded the Nobel Prize, and why he deserves all of his accolades. This short novel is fierce, full of vibrant energy and humanity, all the while being a slave to the realities of finite power, of the inability to struggle against something greater than yourself. Of course, this is the standard "man against nature" story, but it is told with such craft that even cliches ring true.

Hinton, James Goodbye, Mr. Chips The work depicts the career of a gentle schoolteacher at an English public school.

Hugo, Victor Les Miserables Where this book surpasses its boundaries is by exploring the weaknesses of a character, whose strength is its main selling point. The soul of this book lies in exposing the barometer of your own conscience.

John, Steinbeck The Pearl Kino, a poor Mexican pearl fisher, finds a valuable pearl. Yet instead of bringing blessings, the pearl acts as a harbinger of misfortune to Kino and his wife, Juana

Kern, M.E. Gentlehands Through the efforts of an insightful old man, love is sparked between two people on the opposite ends of the spectrum

Kincaid, Jamaica Annie John Annie John tells the tale of a family's disintegration. Told from the perspective of Annie, 10 when the novel starts and in young adulthood by its end, the story revolves around Annie's transformation from an adoring, obedient child to rebellious, hardheaded outcast within her own home.

Lawrence, Jerome and Robert Lee Inherit the Wind 

Lipsyte, Robert The Contender The Contender, by Robert Lipsyte, is about a young boy and his struggles inside the boxing ring and in life. He is confronted with the challenge of drugs, alcohol, and theft.

London, Jack The Call of the Wild despite its relative brevity and the fact that it is (at least on its surface) a dog's story, contains as much truth and reality of man's own struggles

Lowry, Lois The Giver In a world with no poverty, no crime, no sickness and no unemployment, and where every family is happy, 12-year-old Jonas is chosen to be the community's Receiver of Memories.

McCafferty, Megan Sloppy Firsts a light, fun book about some common issues that teen girls face.

McCullers, Carson Member of the Wedding Twelve year-old Frankie Adams longs both for escape and belonging when her older brother marries.

Myers, Walter Dean Fallen Angels Richard Perry, struggling with a lack of opportunity in

Parks, Gordon The Learning Tree 

Peter, Richter Friedrich Hans 

Plath, Sylvia The Bell Jar Esther Greenwood, a gifted young woman, experiences an emotional breakdown during a summer internship at a magazine in New York City

Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan The Yearling 

Renault, Mary The King Must Die Theseus rules the Bull Jumpers of Crete

Rinaldi, Anne The Fifth of March: A Story of the Boston Massacre A nursemaid who works for

Saberhagen, Fred The First Book of Swords In this fantasy the gods influence the human

Shelley, Mary Frankenstein The story of the doctor’s revolting creation teaches lessons about life that will be of interest to those studying humanities.

Sillitoe, Alan The Loneliness of the Long-Distance Runner An English juvenile delinquent struggles against social disadvantages in a 1940s reform school.

Smith, Betty A Tree Grows in Brooklyn Francie Nolan lives with her family and friends in a poor section of Brooklyn in the early years of the twentieth century

Smith, Betty Joy in the Morning A young woman from Brooklyn and her law student husband experience difficulty in their first year of marriage.

Stevenson, Robert Louis Kidnapped tells the story of young David Balfour, whose greedy uncle tries to cheat him out of his inheritance by having him kidnapped and sold in the American colonies as a slave

Stevenson, Robert Louis Treasure Island
Stewart, Mary The Crystal Cave In his youth, the legendary Merlin gains his arcane knowledge of magical powers.

Temple, Frances The Ramsay Scallop Young Elenor journeys to Santiago de Campostela with her husband in 1299, experiencing both spiritual and personal satisfaction.

Tolkien, J.R.R. The Hobbit tells the tale of Bilbo Baggins, a Hobbit that is visited by Gandalf the Wizard and the very next day twelve dwarves show up in his "hole" and enlist his aid as a "burglar" in their quest.

Townsend, I.R. The Summer People With World War II about to begin, two childhood friends from England spend their days at the beach with someone less ‘suitable.’

Twain, Mark A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court Hank Morgan lives in nineteenth-century Connecticut, until he gets hit on the head, and wakes up in King Arthur's Britain. Mark Twain did not write about timid protagonists, so Hank decides he is going to stir things up, and maybe even create a democratic revolution about one thousand years early.

Twain, Mark The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

Voigt, Cynthia On Fortune’s Wheel Fourteen year-old Birl follows Orion on a periolous journey to a sinister place where warriors rule and captives become slaves.

Wakatsuki Jean Houston Farewell to Manzanar 

Washington, Mary Helen Black-eyed Susan This critically acclaimed short story collection features the work of today’s most celebrated African American women writers.

Yep, Laurence Dragonwings insights into the lives of Chinese-Americans in early 20th century California

C. Drama

Chekhov, Anton The Seagull A Russian play concerning love, death, and life’s meaning

Gibson, William The Miracle Worker The story of Helen Keller and her teacher, Annie

Sullivan

Luce, William The Belle of Amherst A dramatization of the life of poet Emily Dickinson

Pomerance, Bernard The Elephant Man Based on the life of Robert Merrick, who suffered from a terrible physical deformity

Shakespeare, William Antony and Cleopatra The romance between the Roman leader and the

Egyptian queen

Thomas, Dylan Under Milkwood A charming play about ordinary people in a Welsh town

AMERICAN DREAM

A. Biography, Autobiography, and Non-Fiction
Alderman, Clifford Devil’s Shadow: Story of Witchcraft in Massachusetts

Baldwin, James The Fire Next Time – An early Harlem childhood leads to involvement in the civil rights movement.

Ball, Edward Slaves in the Family A personal history of slavery in the South, written by the descendant of South Carolina slaveowners. Ball traced the histories of the slave families owned by his ancestors and searched out their descendants. Winner of the National Book Award for Nonfiction in 1998.

Branch, Taylor Parting the Waters: America in the King Years This meticulously researched volume chronicles the life of Martin Luther King and his times from 1954 to 1963. Winner of numerous awards.

Brown, Claude Manchild in the Promised Land – Portrait of a struggle to escape desperate poverty in Harlem.

Brown, Dee Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee – An Native American history of the American

West.

Brown Michael Laying Waste - The poisoning of America by toxic waste.

Capote, Truman In Cold Blood – This “nonfiction novel” records a gruesome small-town murder.

Carroll, James An American Requiem: God, My Father, and the War that Came Between Us James Carroll’s memoir of his father, an Air Force general who helped plan the bombings in

Vietnam. Carroll, a young priest at the time, preached against the war in the presence of his father and Pentagon officials. His father never forgave him.

Cary, Lorene Black Ice – An African-American woman in an all white school struggles to succeed without selling out.

Dillard, Annie An American Childhood – Memories of childhood (doing what you do out of a private passion for the thing itself).

Eire, Carlos M.N. Waiting for Snow in Havana: Confessions of a Cuban Boy In 1962, Carlos Eire was one of 14,000 children airlifted out of Cuba, leaving their parents behind. This book is the wry, heartbreaking story of his life until then.

Haley, Alex Roots – From 1750 in an African village to seven generations later in America.

Harr, Jonathan A Civil Action Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for

Nonfiction in 1995, this book depicts the courtroom drama that ensues when two of the nation’s largest corporations stand accused of causing the deaths of children.

Hendrickson, Paul Sons of Mississippi: A Story of Race and Its Legacy Hendrickson’s book examines how the civil rights movement did and did not change the world of the white and black sons and daughters of Mississippi, reminding us of how difficult it is to overcome issues of race in our society while holding out hope that we will do so.

Hersey, John Hiroshima – The story of those who survived the bombing of Hiroshima.

Galarza, Ernesto Barrio Boy- This author writes about the farm workers and California agriculture.

Guiliani, Rudolph Leadership – The former mayor of New York writes of his career before, during, and after September 11.

Kaplan, Justin Mr. Clemens and Mark Twain – A biography of Mark Twain.

Walt Whitman – A biography of Walt Whitman.

Kennedy, John F. Profiles in Courage – Hard decisions by eight US Senators who favored the good of the nation, often ending their careers.

MacDonald, Michael Patrick All Souls – A young man reflects on his and his many siblings’ tumultuous childhoods in South Boston.

Reich, Ruth Tender at the Bone: Growing Up At the Table – A food critic shares lessons learned at the hands of family and friends.

Rodriquez, Richard The Hunger of Memory – What price do immigrant children pay for social assimilation and academic success?

Steele, Shelby The Content of Our Character: A New Vision of Race in America This book generated much controversy when it was published in 1990. The author argues in a series of essays that Americans of all races have become trapped into seeing color before character.

Terry, Wallace Bloods: An Oral History of the Vietnam War by Black Veterans
Van Devanter, Lynda Home Before Morning: The Story of an Army Nurse in Vietnam

Vidal, Gore United States: Essays, 1952-1992 Winner of the National Book Award for

Nonfiction in 1993, this book has been hailed as the definitive guide to post-war America. A collection of essays.

Washington, Mary Helen Memory of Kin: Stories About Family by Black Writers

Wolfe, Tom The Right Stuff – Space flight from 1947 to the Mercury project, highlighting astronauts Yeager, Conrad, Grissom and Glenn.

B. Fiction

Asimov, Isaac Nemesis – Earthlings seek to escape the overcrowded planet in 2236.

Atwood, Margaret Cat’s Eye – As an adult, Elaine returns to Toronto to confront her unhappy past.

Baldwin, James Go Tell it on the Mountain – A tale of the African-American experience.

Bellow, Saul Adventures of Augie March – The only possessing is of the moment in Depression era Chicago.

Seize the Day – The protagonist attempts in one day to rescue his dignity and himself from ruin.

Binchy, Maeve Light a Penny Candle – When Elizabeth escapes wartime London and maintains relations with her Irish family, she matures.

Brown, Charles Brockden Wieland – An American Gothic written in 1798, the first true

American novel.

Burns, Olive Anne Cold Sassy Tree – An old man grows young, and a young man grows up in

Cold Sassy, Georgia in 1906.

Cather, Willa Death Comes for the Archbishop – Father Latour wins the Southwest for

Catholicism.

O Pioneers! – Alexandra raises her brother, saves the family farm, and denies herself until tragedy strikes.

Chevalier, Tracy Girl With a Pearl Earring – A seventeeth-century servant girl changes the life of her master, a famous Dutch painter.

Clarke, Arthur C. Childhood’s End – Earth is overtaken by a race who eliminates disease and poverty, but then mankind begins to end.

Clark, Walter Van Tilburg The Ox-Bow Incident - A western adventure of honor.

Cooper, James Fenimore The Deerslayer – The western frontier with Hurons, Mohicans and white bounty hunters.

Dinesen, Isak Seven Gothic Tales – Seven tales of death, love, murder with singers, actors, princes and cardinals.

Emecheta, Buchi The Bride Price – A young girl returns to her African village and finds herself still tied to its old ways.

Faulkner, William As I Lay Dying – The whole family, including the deceased, narrate this trek across Mississippi to bury mother.

Intruder in the Dust – A murder mystery that explores race relations.

The Reivers – A comic story of an eleven-year-old car thief.

Fitzgerald, F. Scott Tender is the Night – A wife’s growing strength highlights her husband’s decline.

Franzen, Jonathan The Corrections This novel combines a focus on sibling rivalry with the rift between the generations and the clash between bourgeois respectability and the more elusive ethos of contemporary America. A funny, poignant book.

Frazier, Charles Cold Mountain Winner of the National Book Award for Fiction in 1997, this novel follows a Civil War soldier who walks away from the hospital and finds the arduous way home to his sweetheart. When the lovers reunite, they find that their worlds have shifted radically, and so have they.

Garcia, Cristina Dreaming in Cuban – Three generations of women divided by sea and sociology deal with the Cuban revolution.

Greenberg, Joanne I Never Promised You a Rose Garden – Schizophrenia and mental illness change a young girl’s life.

Hamill, Pete Snow in August – An eleven-year-old Catholic boy and an elderly Jewish rabbi form a friendship in 1940s Brooklyn.

Hassler, Jon Grand Opening – A family moves to a small insular town.

Havemann, Ernst Bloodsong and Other Stories of South Africa –The angst and emotional struggles of apartheid are explored.

Hawthorne, Nathaniel The House of the Seven Gables – A tale of hereditary sin based on the legend of a curse.

Hemingway, Ernest A Farewell to Arms – WW I love story – a farewell to a time and attitude.

Howells, William Dean The Rise of Silas Lapham – This nineteenth-century author addresses the conflict of Christian ideals and commercial success.

Irving, John A Prayer for Owen Meany A dwarf with a voice so striking and strange that his dialogue is WRITTEN IN ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, he also believes (rightly!) that he is an instrument of God

James, Henry Daisy Miller – Emotional conflict between a young American girl and Europe’s fast international rich.

The Turn of the Screw – A terrifying tale of the supernatural.

Kesey, Ken One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest – A fun-loving mental patient struggles for the hearts of the patients against the Big Nurse.

LeGuin, Ursula The Left Hand of Darkness – A race of people who are both female and male in one body.

Lewis, Sinclair Main Street – An attack on the complacency and ingrown mores of those who abhor change.

Babbitt – The glibness and irresponsibility of a hardened professional social climber are exposed.

London, Jack Martin Eden – A young seaman struggles for education and literary acclaim.

Marquand, John Point of No Return – When are choices not yours, and when are you beyond the point of no return?

McCullers, Carson Heart Is a Lonely Hunter – A story that embraces white and black humanity with tenderness.

McDermott, Alice Charming Billy A novel of secrets and lies, hints and evasions. The drama of the story rests in what is not said.

Melville, Herman Typee – Yankee sailors flee their ship for a flawed Eden in Polynesia.

Mitchell, Margaret Gone with the Wind – Scarlett O’Hara survives the Civil War that kills the lifestyle of the South.

Norris, Frank The Pit – The Chicago board of trade in the age of the robber barons.

O’Connor, Edwin The Last Hurrah – The final race for mayor of Boston by an Irish political boss.

Pullman, Philip Broken Bridge – Ginny leaves Wales for Liverpool where she learns about her

Haitian mother.

Salinger, J.D. Catcher in the Rye – Holden leaves prep school and goes underground in New York for three days.

Franny and Zooey – Two stories about member of the Glass family of New York.

Shange, Ntozake Betsey Brown – A young black girl grows up in St. Louis at the beginning of integration.

Sinclair, Upton The Jungle – The working man’s lot at the turn of the century in a story that started a government investigation.

Sontag, Susan In America This novel, winner of the National Book Award in 2000, investigates the fate of thought and culture in the United States. The book reads like historical fiction, offering us the portrait of an artist exploring new paths

Steinbeck, John The Grapes of Wrath – Repossessed farmers flee the dust bowl for California during the depression.

Tortilla Flat – A humorous tale of a group of Mexican Americans.

Updike, John Rabbit Run – Harry (Rabbit) runs away from family and responsibility.

Vonnegut, Kurt Slaughterhouse Five – Billy Pilgrim survives WW II, is kidnapped to the planet

Tralfamadore, and becomes part of their zoo display.

Walker, Margaret Jubilee – A girl who is a slave during the Civil War becomes a freed woman.

Wolfe, Thomas Look Homeward, Angel – Coming of age, a journey from rural North Carolina to Harvard and Boston.

C. Drama

Hansberry, Lorraine A Raisin in the Sun produced in New York City in 1959. Hansberry creates the story of the Youngers, a struggling African-American family whose members deal with poverty, racism, and painful conflict among themselves as they reach for a better life.
Hellman, Lillian Watch on the Rhine – An American family is affected by fascism and the refugees they help.

Miller, Arthur All My Sons – The event and actions of the past are always in the present and the future.

Parks, Suzan-Lori Topdog/Underdog – The 2002 Pulitzer Prize winner is a shocking tale about sibling rivalry and its effects.

O’Neill, Eugene Mourning Becomes Electra – This drama is based on The Oresteia.

Shepard, Sam Buried Child – A family tries to bury loneliness and its secret life.

Wilder, Thornton Our Town an important American drama, not because it was considered innovative or because it won the Pulitzer Prize, but because it represents the last gasp of American lyricism in the 20th century.

Williams, Tennessee The Glass Menagerie – A family of misfits struggles for a place in society.
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